
 

 
 
 

 
Ref: SNL\jr\UpdateLetter 

30th December 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We hope you are having a lovely Christmas break.  As some are returning to work, we’re sending this 
letter out as a few reminders for the start of term.   
 
We had a very enjoyable and busy last week of term with cinema reward trips, attendance rewards, 
end of term celebration assemblies, Christmas lunch, our house council student leadership 
conference, our non uniform day for Save the Children, our choir at two local care homes, and a year 
11 reward event as many were still completing exams in the last week.  
  
Thank you to all our students, parents and staff who enable our school community to be a place 
where everyone feels they belong and can be the best they can be. 
 
Actions from this letter 
Complete applications to Sigma Sixth if in year 11 - https://www.sigmasixth.org.uk/sigma-sixth-colchester/ 
Check skirt lengths and order new skirts for January if they are getting too short. 
Note first day back is Tuesday 6th January 2026 - we return to week B 
Check timetables on Arbor or Go 4 schools on Monday 5th January, 
 
First day back - start of the Spring term 
On Monday 5th January 2026 the school has a non-pupil day. School re-opens on Tuesday 6th 
January 2026 at 8.15am. We return on week B timetable. 
There will have been some set changes (particularly in year 7 as groups are mixed from January) and 
some other minor changes to timetables with staffing arrivals and departures.  Please check this on 
Monday 5th January when the updates will be available. 
 
Uniform and equipment requirements 
Please support your child to be ready to meet these requirements of our uniform policy on the first day 
back, please check everything this week: 
●​ Extreme hair styles are not permitted. Hair must be of a natural colour all over.  
●​ False nails, gel nails and acrylics are not permitted. 
●​ False eyelashes are not permitted. 
●​ If choosing to wear the tartan skirt, the length must be no shorter than 5cm above the knee.    
●​ The skirts must be unrolled at the waist. 
●​ Socks are black and should be plain in design as well as colour e.g not fluffy.  Socks or tights 
may be worn but not both. 
●​ Shoes should be plain black leather/leather-look.  Trainers or vans are not permitted.   
●​ Jewellery is limited to: a wristwatch, a single unobtrusive ring and a single pair of ear studs (one 
in each earlobe). 

 

https://www.sigmasixth.org.uk/sigma-sixth-colchester/


●​ Students are not allowed to wear facial piercings at school. If, with a parent’s permission, a 
student has had a facial piercing (nose, lip, eyebrow, upper ear), a clear retainer must be worn at 
school in place of the metal piercing. 
●​ Please ensure your child has a school bag with exercise books for each day, black pen, green 
pen, pencil, ruler and calculator every day. 
●​ Please check that your child has their lanyard for the first day. 
 
Should students arrive at school with incorrect uniform/hairstyles/nails/jewellery/makeup, we will 
support them to correct their uniform by adjustments they can make themselves, loaning correct 
uniform or contacting parents to support. Students will not access lessons if they are not following 
our uniform policy. If you have any issues with your child returning in full uniform, please email 
contact@pmsc.school or the year teams on or before their first day so we can support. 
 
Skirt lengths 
We have noticed a number of students who need to get a longer skirt. Please can you check the 
length of your child’s skirt and if it is more than a cashless card width above the knee, then it is too 
short. Please order a new one so they are in the correct uniform for the Spring term.  There are now 
many female students who choose to wear grey trousers instead of skirts. 
 
Rule of 3 
We will continue to focus on attendance in the spring term with the expectation that no student has 
more than 3 days of absence in any term. 
There was a significant improvement in this in the Autumn term with many more students accessing 
education every day. 
It is evidence from our year 11 mock results that having 95% attendance and above increases the 
chances of achieving a grade 5 in English and Maths by nearly 3 times. 
We will have  a big focus on a 100% return on Tuesday 6th January and calls will be made to all 
families where there has been absence on the previous return to school, so we can make sure 
everyone is clear on what is needed for a successful return to school.   There are also many meetings 
being arranged with the pastoral teams to look forward to a settled start to the Spring term. 
 
Applications to Sigma Sixth Colchester 
Our applications have now reached 500.   The deadline to apply for Sigma Sixth Colchester is the 
31st December.  After that date we will continue to receive applications but the blocking of A level 
subjects will be based on the first choice applications received by the 31st December.    To apply, 
please complete the Google Form here. 
 
Admissions consultations 2027-2028 
The 2027/28 admissions policy consultation is live and will be open for comments until 31st January 
2026. The Sigma Trust is consulting on Sigma Sixth’s Admissions Policy for 2027/28. 
To view the proposed admission arrangements, please click here and you will be directed to The Sigma 
Trust website. For full details on how to respond to the consultation, please click on the link for the 
consultation letter from the Sigma Trust 
 
HPV vaccinations  
The NHS nurses team will be visiting the school on 8th and 12th January 2026, for Year 8 HPV 
vaccinations. Requests for consent will come directly from the nursing team. 
 
Key dates for the academic year - Key date list linked here 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNSvJdgpu7z8fMpDh3Fua1tw8XQZuKkvpnI39gZ-ET878oEg/viewform
https://www.sigmatrust.org.uk/about-us/admissions-policy-consultation-202728
https://drive.google.com/file/d/169jmQ-vAuOfX6YIpaUJC5qdepicssUMU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nubFp1GQRnhbr56Bq9m6QtIa5rwR3h10/view?usp=sharing


We hope you have a very pleasant festive break, however you decide to spend your time and we look 
forward to seeing all of our students back on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs S Neill 
Headteacher 


